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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

Line classified ad rates

E-mail:

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Summer publication date only Wed.
•

Office hours: M-F

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

SUMMER DEADLINE

sholmes@gwm.sc.edu

www.dailygamecock.com
Additional Info

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

•

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Apartments

Roommates

Housing-Rent

Housing-Rent

2007-2008 School Year - Need male to
take over lease @ Stadium Suites
8/7-7/8 Ind. lease 4BR 4BA furn
$490/mo $100 cash if signed by
6/29/07. 704-847-3268

Great house 1BR avail $550 util incld.
5PTS. 2330 Blossom. 661-810-2875

OLYMPIA 10011 #A VIRGINIA ST.
2BR 1.5BA Duplex, new construction,
water incld. 238-9185

3BR 2BA House $1000 new construction
in Olympia. Call Jeff at 238-9185.

1BR Apt. near USC. $530
Call 466-2876
5PTS Apt! 2BR 2BA - Walk to USC
W/D water incl, clen non-smoker only.
$450/rmmte 843-327-6738
USC 5PTS - 3BR 2BA Duplex CH&A NO
PETS. New Paint & Carpet. $1160. Call
803- 608-7080

Roommates
F/seeks/F to share 2BR 2.5BA townhome 10 min away. Pets OK W/D phone
net cable & util incld $600. 708-0018
F/seeks/rmmte share 3BR 2BA house in
Olympia $425 util incld. 704-733-5660.

Housing-Rent
Room or Office for Rent - 3624 Rosewood Dr. $270-$300. 466-2876
3101 Brantton St, #B 1BR 1BA Studio
w/d d/w pvt entrace, celing fans $550
ele. incld No Pets 256-1356 or 479-4393
Beautiful Townhouse - 1329 Melrose
Heights like new 3BR 2.5BA deck stove
no pets. $1500 + dep. 743-5188 or
261-888
3204 Devereaux Rd. 3BR 2BA CH&A
w/d study. $1200 NO PETS 437-4393
553-6364.
SHANDON 4BR 2BA house hd wd flr
$1445. Call 318-0729
510 Howard St. - spacious 2BR duplex
CH&A quiet & off st. pkg. $580 787-7437

536 Amherst - Townhouse 2BR 1.5BA
w/d d/w $800. 553-6364 or 479-4393
No Pets
206 Woodhaven Dr. W. Cola 359-0562
4BR 2/3BA $1100/mo+deposit.
Brand new Home. 911 Pine 5PTS 3BR
2BA No Pets$1100. 948-8033
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to
school. Call 463-5129
GATED USC/DWNTWN AREA- 10 min
FT. Jackson - 2BR 2.5BA LR DR hdwd
flr new appls. deck water bill & pkg incld.
$1,000
LAKE MURRAY - 15min to USC - 2BR
1.5BA fpl LR DR hdwd flr new ppl. deck
pkg incld. $850
CALL FOR SPECIALS 1-877-725-6726

351 S. Waccamaw St. - 4BR home hd
wd flrs skylight. $1695. Call Joe Davis
238-1882
Rosewood Area Duplex 3BR 1BA CH&A hd wd flrs available
July $560/mo w/sd 740-1305
3119 Barwick St. 2BR 1BA sunrm w/d
hdwd flrs fncd yd, energy eff Pets ok
864-320-1500 $725.
Shandon Bungalow 3BR House in
hdwd fl ceiling fans w/d CH&A sun
porch.Freshly painted. Close to USC.
$1500 429-5456

Help Wanted

Looking for
Off Campus Housing?

PT WAREHOUSE SORTERS NEEDED
Must be able to continually lift and lower
up to 70 lbs. AM hours M-F
3:00AM to 8:00AM $9-$10/hr.
Innovative Courier Solutions
151 Atlas Ct. Columbia, SC 409-0964
email wsenn@innovativecourier.com

The Division of Student Affairs & Department of Academic Support are hiring student bloggers to describe what it
means to be a Carolinian. Candidates
must be excellent writers, passionate
about USC, and self-directed. Positions
require about 3/hrs/wk during the fall
2007 semester. For an application,
please e-mail gudridge@gwm.sc.edu

Help Wanted
MANAGER IN TRAINING
ASSISTANT MANAGER
PT/FT SALES
Hibbett Sports is hiring in Columbia .
Apply at either Hibbet location or send
resumes “ATTN DM” to: 421 Bush River
Rd, Suite 178 Columbia, SC 29210.
Hibbett Sports conducts drug testing
www.hibbett.com
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
PHONE SURVEYORS NEEDED!
Excellent Student Job!
Great Pay Set Hours
Fun Working Environment
For Interview Call 791-8644

Help Wanted
Child Care
A FUN JOB! - NE Cola $10/hr 2-7pm
M-F Provide care 1 child 12 y.o Pd vac +
other perks. patsnannies.com 798-1229

Help Wanted
Instructors
Gymnastics Instructors Needed
Experienced
gymnastics
instructors
needed. Great pay, great gym, flexible
hours. Pls send email w/resume through
website: www.watereegymnastics.com
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Nine dead in Charleston fire
Low Country ﬁreﬁghters battle ﬂames to ﬁnd
employees trapped in furniture store
Bruce Smith
The Associated Press

CHARLESTON — More than
a dozen f iref ighters who
r ushed into t he bu rning
furniture superstore knew
— or thought they knew —
two things: employees were
trapped inside and the blaze
was small enough to control.
But within moments, flames
swept across the warehouse,
blowing out windows and
eventually collapsing the roof
in a twisted mass of brown
steel. Nine men were killed
in the nation’s biggest loss of
firefighters since Sept. 11.
“I lost nine of my best
f riends,” said Fire Chief

Help Wanted
Restaurants

Ru st y T homas, chok i ng
back tears Tuesday. “To the
families, you gave them to
us, and we protected them as
best as we could.”
T he c au se of t he f i re
Monday night at the Sofa
Super Store, and exactly how
the men were killed, were
u nder i nvest igat ion, but
officials said arson was not
suspected.
O ne f i re c apt a i n s a id
the men might have fallen
v ict im to a f lashover, in
which superhot gases heat a
building and its contents so
intensely that they literally
burst into flames.
FIRE ● 2

Tyrone Walker / The Associated Press

Firefighters battle blaze at the Sofa Super Store and warehouse in Charleston Monday.

Ravenel indicted for drugs

Need quick cash?
Apply at Harbor Inn Seafood, now hiring
AM/PM servers and hostess. 462-3498.
Apply within 9001 Two Notch Road

S.C. treasurer faces federal
charges for buying cocaine
Jim Davenport
The Associated Press

The Associated Press
Ravenel could face 20 years in prison.

For Apartment, Condo, Duplex, or Home rentals visit:

sa.sc.edu/offcampus

www.
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South Carolina Treasurer Thomas
Ravenel, a former real estate developer
and rising political star, was indicted
Tuesday on federal cocaine charges.
The millionaire is accused of buying
less than 500 grams of cocaine to share

Sports
Spurrier returns from recruiting with
top ranked players and hopes of
SEC championship. See page 9

with other people in late 2005, U.S.
Attorney Reggie Lloyd said. Ravenel,
44, is charged with distribution of
cocaine, which carries a maximum
sentence of 20 years in prison and a fi ne
of up to $1 million.
The invest igat ion into R avenel
arose from a drug case last year in
Charleston, Lloyd said. State Law
Enforcement Division Chief Robert
Stewart said his agents were aware of the
allegations before Ravenel was elected

The Mix
Nothing to do? Check out our
picks for upcoming summer
blockbusters. See page 6

in November. The case was turned
over to the FBI on April 1 “when the
investigation reached a certain level,”
Stewart said.
“There was nothing we could take
action on prior to the election,” Stewart
said.
South Carolina agents turned the
investigation over to the FBI because
Ravenel is in charge of handling state
financial decisions, Stewart said.
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FIRE ● Continued from 1
Buildings that contain a
lot of furniture are especially
vulnerable, because of the
wood lacquer, polyurethane
foam and other combustible
materials t hat ca n reach
flashover at a relatively low
temperature — sometimes
within minutes of a fire’s
outset.
Other officials, however,
said the roof collapse might
have killed the firefighters.
The fire chief said there was
no indication his firefighters
did anything wrong. “They
did exactly what they were
trained to do,” Thomas said.
Of f ic ia ls sa id t he f i re
started in a storage area of
the Sofa Super Store, a huge
showroom and warehouse
on a commercial strip of car
dealerships and body shops
locals refer to as the “Auto
Mile.”
The blaze plunged t he
city of 106,000 and its 237
surviving firefighters into
mourning.
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Th rough t he n ight ,
firefighters, police officers
and other rescue workers
saluted as the firefighters’
bodies were carried from the
smoldering ruins, with the
last victim removed around
daybreak.
Off icials ident if ied t he
victims as Capt. William
“Billy” Hutchinson, 48; Capt.
Mike Benke, 49; Capt. Louis
Mulkey, 34; Mark Kelsey, 40;
Bradford “Brad” Baity, 37;
Michael French, 27; James
“Earl” Drayton, 56; Brandon
Thompson, 27; and Melven
Champaign, 46.
L a t e r i n t h e d a y, a s
mou r ners lef t f lowers
outside f ire stat ions and
state officials ordered f lag
lowered, fi refighters draped
an American flag over a sign
near the front of the store.
Many in the department
said emotions were too raw
to talk about the tragedy.
“I can’t say much without
crying,” said one fi refighter
gathered in a station mess
hall.

PANTHERS ● Continued from 9
i s s ue s . D way ne Ja r ret t ,
f rom Sout her n Cal, is a
ball-hawking receiver that
a l lowed t he Pa nt hers to
release Keyshawn Johnson,
who would have earned $10.5
million over the next three
years. Ryan Kalil, who also
played his college ball as a
Trojan, was the top-ranked
center, and in taking him
in the second round, the
Panthers were able to boost
the interior of their line,
which is full of unknowns.
The last notable draftee is
UGA’s Charles Johnson, who
at one point was projected as
a first-round pick. Johnson,
who fell to the third round,
will likely spend this season
learning the NFL trade from
Julius Peppers and M ike
Rucker.
In terms of free agency,
Ca rol i n a m ade a m i nor
splash by signing former
No. 1 overall pick David
Carr to a t wo-year, $6.2
million contract. Although
Jake Delhomme is currently
entrenched in the starting
job, Carr could contend for
RECRUITING ● Continued from 9
II state championship.
Recruiting ser vices list
Spear ma n as a n at h lete,
meaning he potentially could
get looks at several positions
at the college level. Rivals.
com ranks the three-star
prospect as the Palmetto
State’s 13th best player as well
as the No. 47 athlete in this
year’s class. Spearman, who
will likely play either wide
receiver or cornerback at
USC, received interest from
several programs including
Clemson, Penn State and
Nebraska.
Summerville (S.C.) High
School quarterback Reid
McCollum committed to
USC ea rl ier t h is mont h
following a long-awaited
offer. McCollum was named
the top quarterback prospect
at this summer’s Athens Nike
Camp after a strong showing

the starting position in 2007.
While there hasn’t been
much movement in terms
of free agency, Carolina did
make sure that the face of the
franchise would be a Panther
until at least 2012, as Steve
Smith and the team came to
an agreement in May on a
three-year extension. Smith
has been the leading receiver
on the team for four of the last
five years, including leading
the entire NFL in receiving
in 2005 after coming off a
broken leg he suffered the
previous year.
Carolina plays in a weak
division in a weak conference,
so expectations are high for
this year’s team. What has
hurt them in the past has
been the inability of their
starters to remain healthy,
and t heir overall lack of
depth at each position. So,
if the Panthers can avoid
the injur y bug, and their
draftees play as well as their
projections have indicated,
look for Carolina to return to
the postseason this year, and
possibly, their second Super
Bowl appearance in franchise
history.
t h at g e ne r at e d i nt e r e s t
from several SEC and ACC
programs.
T he 6 -foot- 4 -i nch
quarterback t hrew for
almost 3,000 yards and 25
touchdowns during his junior
campaign, although some
recruiting analysts wonder
if McCollum’s stats were
inflated due to the presence
of teammate A .J. Green,
t he nat ion’s No. 2 w ide
reciever prospect. Despite
M c C o l l u m ’s d o u b t e r s ,
S p u r r ie r a nd s t a f f w i l l
likely end their quarterback
recruiting this season after
receiving a commitment from
the self-proclaimed lifelong
Gamecock fan. Rivals.com
lists McCollum as the 12th
best player in the state and
the nation’s 12th best prostyle quarterback prospect.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

www.dailygamecock.com
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As the student run programming board
at USC, Carolina Productions (CP) plans
a variety of events including movies,
concerts, comedians, nationally
recognized speakers, cultural
programs, novelty entertainment,
and more.

Ben Folds

PAST CP EVENTS INCLUDE:

www.cp.sc.edu
Lupe Fiasco

Russell House 227
777 - 7130

STOP BY ONE OF OUR
INTEREST MEETINGS:

Zach Galifianakis

Pete Rose

AUG. 21 • 8 PM • RH THEATER
SEPT. 4 • 8 PM • RH 203
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Getdoing it!
Name: Zenica Chatman
Major: Integrated Marketing
Communications
Favorite Theater: AMC Dutch Square 14
Caught reading The Daily Gamecock
at Starbucks in the University Bookstore.

Look

t
e caugh
w
o
h
to see w ednesday
every W
mer!
this sum

If you get caught reading
The Daily Gamecock, you will receive a
gift certificate for a Papa John’s pizza!
Just come to Student Media, Room 343
on the 3rd floor of the Russell House to
claim your prize.

Crime Report
Wednesday, June 13
Disorderly Conduct
1600 Greene St.
Christopher Weiland, 19,
issued summons for driving
under the influence.

712 Main St.
Unknown person took
blue North Face bookbag
while subject was not in
room.
Damages: $285

Thursday, June 14
Grand Larceny of
keyboard
School of Music
1051 Assembly St.
Si lver K awa i E S5
keyboard taken from room
016 of Rice Music Hall.
Damages: $2,995

Autobreaking and Grand
Larceny
Coliseum, Lot D
700 Park St.
U n k n o w n p e r s o n (s)
forced entry into Michael
Brizek’s 2001 Ford Explorer
by breaking out passenger’sside window. IPod, jewelry,
computer, clothes and bags
taken.
Damages: $1,230

Vandalism
Byrnes Building
901 Sumter St.
Unk nown person
damaged vending machine.
Complainant could not
open change box with key.
Unknown damages.
Grand Larceny
Patterson Hall
1520 Devine St.
Todd Brunink saw black
male in white shirt fleeing
from scene. Evidence was
scat tered dow n hillside
of C ol leg e Pa rk Pl ac e
Apartments.
Damages: $5,000
Trespass
South Quad
500 Sumter St.
Boys St ate cou nselor
advised housing staff that
A k ihilo Yamag uchi was
sleeping in South Quad,
room 206. Suspect was
found on bench outside
South Quad. Suspect had
previous trespass notice.
Larceny of Purse
Capstone
902 Barnwell St.
Unk now n subject
removed Mar y Barron’s
purse from the top of her
bed.
Damages: $65
Larceny of Bookbag
Jones Physical Science
Building

Friday, June 15
Larceny of Money
Computer Services
1244 Blossom St.
U n k n o w n p e r s o n (s)
removed money from cash
box in cabinet.
Damages: $100
Saturday, June 16
Assault and Battery
Capstone
902 Barnwell St.
Kenneth Betton arrested
for pushing Ahmed Raouf
i nto a cooler door a nd
hitting him in the face.
Raouf struck Betton in the
face in self-defense. Both
were t a ken to USC PD
Headquarters for photos of
injuries.
Fugitive from Justice
614 Bull St.
Check of Christopher
Tyler’s I.D. indicated he was
wanted by Valley County
Sheriff’s Office on felony
charges. He was placed into
custody.
Sunday, June 17
Vandalism and Disorderly
Conduct
Blatt P.E. Center
1328 Wheat St.
R ichard McLemore
was arrested for damaging
vending machine
Estimated Damage: $500

PAGE 9

Panthers look
to bounce back
from mediocre
2006 season
Draft, free agency moves
bring much needed depth
to current Carolina roster
W it h on ly a mont h to
go before the beginning of
training camp, the Panthers
seem poised to improve on
last year’s 8-8 mark and make
a run at the playoffs in 2007.
Although they
haven’t made
much noise in
the free-agent
market, their
impressive
draft coupled
RICH LYONS
with the
Fourth-year
weapons they
finance
already possess
student
will likely make
the Panthers a
formidable opponent in the
less-than-stellar NFC South.
Going into April and the
2007 NFL Draft, questions
began to swirl about what
the front office was thinking
passing up guys they really
could have used, like tight
e nd E r ic Joh n s o n , w ho
signed with division-rival
New Orleans, or safety Ken
Hamlin, who signed on with
Dallas. However, it seemed
as though General Manager
Marty Hurney and the rest
of his staff knew exactly what
they were doing.
The Panthers had arguably
the best draft of anybody,
landing four players that
many had listed as first-tosecond round talent. Miami
linebacker Jon Beason will
add a presence that has been
sorely missed due to Dan
Morgan’s constant health
PANTHERS ● 11
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Head coach Steve Spurrier is in the process of gathering his fourth group of USC signees since arriving in late 2004.

On the recruiting trail
Spurrier and Co.
look to bring more
talent to Columbia
Christopher Aleman
SPORTS EDITOR

On National Signing Day
2007, Steve Spurrier and his
staff had assembled not only
one of the best recruiting
classes in the nation, but one
of the greatest list of signees
in school history. Rivals.com
and Scout.com, two of the
nation’s most respected high
school football recruiting
ser v ice s, r a n ked USC’s
2007 signing class as No. 6
and No. 7 in the country,
respectively.
Ma ny G a mecock fa ns
believe the 31 signees from
the high school class of 2007
mark the potential turn-

around for the team that
has yet to capture its first
Southeastern Conference
championship. Wit h
t he prev iou s recr u it i ng
season behind them, USC
r e c r u it i n g c o o r d i n at o r
David Reaves and the rest
of Spurrier’s staff must focus
on evaluating and offering
prospective newcomers. So
far, four players have already
committed to USC with the
desire to become part of the
Gamecocks’s 2008 recruiting
class.
Former North Charleston
(S.C.) High School defensive
l i nema n Ja r r iel K i ng
originally committed to
the Gamecocks in 2005 as
a part of Steve Spurrier’s
first recruiting class at USC.
K ing, however, failed to
academically qualif y and
enrolled at Georgia Military,
a junior college located in

Milledgeville, Ga.
Although enrolling in a
junior college re-opened
King’s recruiting, the South
Carolina native solidified his
commitment to USC early
this summer despite interest
from Auburn and Clemson.
Ma ny scout s ex pect t he
6-foot-7-inch lineman to
be among the highest-rated
junior college prospects of
the class of 2008. King will
add depth to a Gamecock
defensive line that has the
pieces to soon become one
of the better defensive fronts
in the SEC.
Jacksonville (Fla.) First
Coast High School linebacker
Shaq Wilson announced in
April his plans to join the
Gamecocks’s 2008 recruiting
class. W ilson spu r ned
offers from programs such
as Auburn, Georgia Tech
and Miami among others

to join former First Coast
teammates Jamire Williams
and Arkee Smith, both of
whom signed with South
Carolina in February 2007.
As a junior, Wilson racked
up nine sacks and 132 tackles.
Rivals.com lists the threestar linebacker as the No.
27 outside linebacker in the
high school class of 2008 and
the 54th best player in the
state of Florida.
G r e e nwo o d (S .C .)
High School product Jay
Spearman committed to the
Gamecocks in May following
a successful junior season.
During his first season at
qu a r terbac k , Sp ea r m a n
acc u mu lated more t ha n
2,000 total yards, rushed for
17 touchdowns, and threw
for seven touchdowns en
route to guiding his team to
the 2006 Class 4A Division
RECRUITING ● 11
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Comeback Kid
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ABOUT
CONTACT INFORMATION
Oﬃces located on the third ﬂoor of the Russell House
Editor: gamecockeditor@gwm.sc.edu
News: gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
Viewpoints: gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
The Mix: gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
Sports: gamecocksports@gwm.sc.edu
Public Aﬀairs: gamecockPR@yahoo.com
Online: www.dailygamecock.com
Newsroom: 777-7726 ; Sports: 777-7182
Editor’s Oﬃce: 777-3914
Fax: 777-6482

Editor
LIZ WHITE
News Editor
RYAN JAMES

Solution

Today
THE ATARIS, THE RED LETTER,
ERISON
The New Brookland Tavern
122 State St.
7 p.m.
$10 advance, $12 doors

Thursday
COMEBACK KID, ONLY CRIME,
ADVENT, FALLEN FROM THE
SKY
The New Brookland Tavern
6 p.m.
$10 advance, $12 doors

“OFFSIDE”
Nickelodeon Theatre
937 Main St.
3 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m.

Friday
“RED ROAD”
Nickelodeon Theatre
3 p.m., 6 p.m., 8:15 p.m.

HOROSCOPES
A r i e s Yo u’r e e nt e r i n g a

L i b r a St r a ng el y enou gh ,

da ngerou s pha se. You’l l
want to buy lots of things
over t he next few weeks.
You need a lot of things.
Ta u r u s Yo u’r e g e t t i n g a
shot of adrenalin. Mars is
coming into Taurus. It’ll
be here for several weeks.
Make something happen.
G e m i n i No more t a l k i ng
ab out it . T he t i me h a s
come to take action. Keep
your goal firmly in mind
and believe you can do it.
Cancer You’re looking good.
Don’t take a big risk with your
money, however. Something
that looks tempting turns
out to be way too expensive.
Leo You’re a quick learner.
Remember that if you start
getting nervous. Stay cool and
objective, as much as possible.
Virgo Might as well kick back
w it h f r iends a nd rev iew
you r recent succe sse s.

it look s like a ver y good
d ay f or m a k i n g mone y.
S c o r p i o Yo u ’r e g a i n i n g
confidence and that makes it
easier to withstand the jobs
from your competition. It’s
only natural they’d be jealous.
Sagit t arius There are a
couple of tasks that must
be completed by tomorrow.
Capricorn You’re entitled to
rela x. You’ve just passed
a big test. Don’t pay for
t he p a r t y, t hou g h . You
c a n’t a f ford to do t h at .
Aquarius Be out having fun on
this beautiful day, enjoying
you r f r ie nd s’ c o mp a ny.
Be pay ing attent ion
w h i le y ou’r e out t here .
Be prepared for t he test.
Pisces You’ll be more involved
i n you r st udies over t he
next few weeks. Cut travel
and errands to a minimum.
Practice, practice, practice.
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The Mix Editor

LIZ WHITE

ZACH TOMAN

Photo Editor
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MEGAN SINCLAIR
News Editor

RYAN JAMES

IN OUR OPINION

Blu-ray battle for newest format
reeks of corporate money making
It seems like the entertainment industry is on the brink of
a war between Blu-ray and HD DVD.
When movie rental company Blockbuster announced
Monday that it would stock Blu-ray discs in over a thousand
of its stores, leaving rival HD DVD looking for other options,
it made a step towards an unpredictable future market.
This leaves consumers guessing whether supply or
demand will be the key
and trying to recall
It’s not just a factor
what they learned in their
matter of big or boring economics class. Bluray may have been on the
small screen radar since 2004 generating
anymore. little interest, but with
Blockbuster making a move
like this, consumers might suffer.
The world of fast-changing technology seems to be getting
ridiculous. People will have to buy entire televisions to get
the most out of Blue-ray and new movie collections.
This move away from DVDs takes away the security of a
standard format as people will have to choose between HD
DVD and Blu-ray and a system that the average person can’t
tell the difference between.
New gadgets beat out the old ones and let people compete
over who has the nicest home video system. It’s not just a
matter of big or small screen anymore.
Maybe the high prices will drop with a rise in demand,
but for now, we’re content to watch our already established
video collections with our regular DVDs.

Advertising
KARRIEMA CALHOUN, BEN CRANE,
CHRIS KRAUTLER
THE DAILY GAMECOCK is the editorially
independent student newspaper of the
University of South Carolina. It is
published Monday, Wednesday and Friday
during the fall and spring semesters and
nine times during the summer with the
exception of university holidays and exam
periods. Opinions expressed in THE DAILY
GAMECOCK are those of the editors or
author and not those of the University of
South Carolina. The Board of Student
Publications and Communications is the
publisher of THE DAILY GAMECOCK.
The Department of Student Media is the
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Ignorance of disorder leaves
poor families without options
Gov. Sanford vetoed
autism bill not having
adequate knowledge
Autism is one of those
disorders that people
don’t really understand.
When you mention it to
someone, he or she has
usually heard
of it, but
i n v a r i a b l y,
you have
to give a
definition.
The definZACH TOMAN ition of auSecond-year
tism is too
vis comm
complex to
student
explain in
a column, but please do
some research if you have
any question as to what
autism is.
One in 150 children
have autism, and that
number is rising, according
to the Autism Society of
America’s Web site. Many
researchers argue that the
statistic is even higher
than that. That’s an insane
number.
G o v. M a r k S a n f o r d
apparently doesn’t see
the problem. Earlier this
month, Sanford vetoed
a bill that would extend
insurance coverage to
people with autism, taking
a HUGE burden off of
the families of those with
the disorder.
The greatest burden
on families is to finance
therapy sessions for their
autistic loved ones. The
goal of the therapy is
basically to help people
with autism function in
a society that doesn’t
understand them, nor
does it seem to want
to understand them.
Individual therapists
have to be paid, as do

the people running the
therapy program. This can
cost as much as $20,000 to
$30,000 a year. Who can
realistically pay for that?
Rich people, that’s who.
Well, since the rich are
not the majority of the
population, most autistic
p e o p l e d o n ’t g e t t h e
therapy that they require.
Sanford’s big complaint
was that the bill would
raise insurance prices
for everyone else. I
suspect that the insurance
companies also tossed
some money his way for
voicing his concerns.
The veto was overridden,
and the bill did eventually
go through, but the big
issue is how much fighting
had to be done by parents
of people with autism.
Why is it so hard to get
therapy funded by an
industry fat with money?
Especially when your child
has a very good chance of
having autism. It does all
comes back to money, and
I’d be a bit naïve if I didn’t
think so.
Just look at an autistic
child who hasn’t had any
therapy, the kid can’t
even look you in the eye
or acknowledge your
presence. Then, compare
that child to one who has
had three years of intense
therapy, and you see the
kid playing with Legos an
communicating seamlessly.
Other states have passed
similar bills and not gone
to hell.
Sanford, I just don’t get
it, and I know that if you
had known what you were
doing, you wouldn’t have
vetoed that bill. Do some
research, because I think
it would make you feel
differently.
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Summer movie round up
Any day, rain or shine, at anytime,
summer movies are sure to cure
boredom. Our staff put together
our list of our most anticipated
summer movies. Check out what’s
coming to theaters soon:

“The Simpsons Movie”
July 27

June 27

“Live Free or Die Hard”
Th is su m mer Br uce W ill is
reprises his role as America’s hero
John McClane in the action and
adventured pack film “Live Free
or Die Hard,” the forth and final
installment of the “Die Hard” series.
Over the July 4th holiday terrorist
b eg i n to c a r r y out at t ac k s on
America’s technology superstructure,
and McClane, no longer a New
York City police officer and now a
Homeland Security Agent, is ordered
to bring in young hacker Matt Farrell
(Justin Long) for questioning.
McClane paired up with Farrell
learns of the criminal conspiracy
to take down the financial sector
of the United States and takes on
the terrorist single handily in his
signature, old-school-guns-a-blazing,
high-intensity action. But when he
learns that his college age daughter
Lucy has been taken hostage, and
he must personally take down the
terrorists and save his daughter
before time runs out, or both Lucy
and the United States are doomed.

“It’s an explosion of flavor”

TheDailyGamecock.blogspot.com

“I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry”
A f t e r 18 y e a r s , t h e
creators of the Simpsons
have f inally decided to
br i ng one of t he mo st
successful TV shows of all
time to the big screen.
The Simpsons peaked
in its popularit y several
years ago and since t he
creation of its more explicit
rival South Park, it has lost
much of its original edge.
Its staying power, however,
says a lot about its effect on
American culture.

Expect signature
Si mpsons hu mor; t he
writers would be insane to
try anything new at this
point. From fart jokes to
portraying the absurdity
of American culture, The
Simpsons movie will have
it all, including a huge cast
of characters.
If the past 18 years are
a ny i nd ic at ion , people
are still receptive to this
cultural phenomenon.

July 20
Ada m Sa ndler a nd
Kevin James are getting
married. Seriously. The
k ic ker i s t h at t he y ’re
both obviously straight.
James’ character, Larry,
must marr y to get h is
pension, so, he marries
his friend Chuck, played
by Sandler. The problem
is, the legitimacy of the
s a me - s e x p a r t ner s h ip
comes into question, and

hilarity ensues.
The movie definitely
has promise, as the trailer
m a k e s it ap p e a r t h at
Sandler has returned to
his roots with a classic
comedy in the same vain as
“Big Daddy.” Kevin James
has done excellent work
on “The King of Queens,”
and it’ll be interesting to
see the comedic chemistry
between the two.
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Island Tan • West Columbia
519 Meeting St.• 803-794-9100
2 blocks past Gervais St. bridge

